[The assessment of the interferon status of term newborns born to mothers with chronic nonspecific lung diseases].
The study involved 34 full-term newborn babies born by mothers with chronic nonspecific diseases of the lungs and 10 newborns born by mothers with the physiological course of pregnancy and parturition, the examinations being carried out in the early neonatal period. A lower capacity for production of endogenous and gamma-interferons at delivery and on day 6 of life as well as a higher incidence of intrauterine and postnatal infections were observed in the newborns of the first group. This indicated the necessity to consider such babies as a group at risk of developing neonatal complications. The data of the study may be used for early diagnosis and prognosis of perinatal infections.